
Protocol from the fifty-ninth PlantLink Steering Committee meeting 

Date: 04 December 2025, 9:30-11:00  

Place: Green Room, Biology Building, Sölvegatan 35, Lund 

Present: Allan Rasmusson, LU; Vivian Schmitt, LU (PhD students’ representative); Sajeevan 
Radha Sivarajan, SLU; Carin Jarl-Sunesson, Lund Botanical Garden; Ida Lager, SLU; Sofia 
Marmon, LU; Alf Ceplitis, R2 Breeding Solutions AB; Esther Kuper, SLU (PhD students’ 
representative);  

Olivier Van Aken, LU (director); Anna Maňourová, SLU (coordinator); Svend Christensen, KU 
(chair) 

Absent with valid impediment: Jean W.H. Yong, SLU; Leif Bülow, LU (vice-chair), Svend 
Christensen, KU (chair)  

1. Opening of the meeting  

In the absence of Svend Christensen, Olivier Van Aken took over as chair and opened the meeting. 

2. Election of the person in charge of verifying the minutes  

Sajeevan Radha Sivarajan agreed to be the verifier of the minutes.  

3. Minutes of the previous meeting  

The minutes were approved. 

4. Messages Olivier Van Aken, Anna Maňourová  

• Anna participated in the ELLS General Assembly and the student conference in Uppsala 
(13–15 November). A summer course titled “Plant health under pressure: environmental 
shifts and legal responses” was approved and will take place in Alnarp in August 2026, 
coordinated by Svante Resjö (SLU) and Anna. The ELLS student challenge “SustainMind: 
Enhancing Sustainability Awareness in Agri-Food Systems” was also awarded; it is a 
collaboration between CZU, BOKU, and SLU. Anna continues as a member of the Plant 
Health subject area, together with a new member, Svante Resjö. There is a need to raise 
awareness of ELLS and opportunities within SLU, among both students and researchers. 

• Alf Ceplitis has left Lantmännen and established a consultancy company, R2 Breeding 
Solutions AB, focusing on predictive breeding. The Steering Committee decided that he 
will remain on the Committee as a valuable member. 

• NBPPN – Båstad meeting updates (20-21 November), first year without funding, managed 
to get the meeting up and running using registration fees; Sajeevan was there as well. It 
was voted to have the next meeting in Båstad again.  

•  Professors from overseas at LU – Two professors from the US will join the Biology 
department, both of whom are involved with plant biology, Chelsea Specht (Cornell; plant 
evolution) and David Edwards (Cambridge; Plant Ecology, biological diversity and climate 
change) 

• A new facility at LU BOTAN was inaugurated in December to accommodate students. The 
grand opening is planned for May 2027, while the structural work is expected to be 
completed by the end of January. 



• The next newsletter is planned for January or February. An email requesting a contribution 
from the Committee will be sent one month in advance. Potential interviewees for 
Researcher in the Spotlight: Sebastian Marquardt (LU), Matías Gonzáles (SLU); Anna will 
reach out to them. 

5. SLU and Sparbanken Skåne’s knowledge centre for sustainable food production, Anna 
Maňourová  

From January 2026, Anna will work with PrimCen at 25%. The main focus will be on the 
organisation of a regional conference on sustainable primary production, planned for November 
2026, as well as on activities related to the PhD research school (eight PhD students affiliated 
with the centre). This is also linked to a change of department, as Anna will move from the 
Department of Plant Breeding to the Department of Biosystems and Technology in January 2026. 

In connection with the PrimCen conference in 2026, there is a possibility to organise PlantLink 
Day as a side event or as an activity linked to the centre. Anna will explore this option further 
during the coming year. 

6. EPSO updates, Anna Maňourová 

• The official launch of Fascination of Plants Day will take place on 15 December, with the 
main event scheduled for 18 May 2026. However, events highlighting plants may be linked 
to the initiative throughout the year. The main aim is to emphasise the critical role of 
plants and plant science in everyday life. The coordinators for Sweden are Jens 
Sundström and Anna. Anyone planning an event that could be linked to Fascination of 
Plants Day is encouraged to contact Anna (e.g., LU BOTAN). 

• The EPSO Young Plant Scientist Award 2026 has been launched, with an application 
deadline of 31 January 2026. PhD students wishing to apply should submit a completed 
application form, including an abstract and a short curriculum vitae. Two EPSO 
representatives will select two candidates from applications focused on fundamental 
aspects of plant biology, and two EPSO representatives will select two candidates from 
applications focused on applied research topics. The final two winners will be selected 
by five EPSO representatives, including the jury chair. 

• Anna will invite Jens Sundström to provide an update on the NGT legislation at the next 
Steering Committee meeting. 

• Laura Grenville-Briggs Didymus, from the Department of Plant Protection Biology at SLU, 
is now a visiting professor at the Department of Biology at LU and has also joined the EPSO 
Plant Health Group as a new member. 

7. Update on the budget, discussion regarding memberships, Olivier Van Aken  

The current budget status was reviewed - on the SLU side, available funds amount to 
approximately 170,000 SEK, while LU has approximately 30,000 SEK available. These figures are 
prior to costs related to PlantLink Day. In addition, approximately 2,000 SEK was allocated for the 
website domain. 

Membership costs were discussed. Potential or existing memberships include SPPPS, PBN, 
NBPPN, and EPSO; however, EPSO membership was considered too expensive. The situation will 
be discussed with Jens Sundström (Olivier and Anna).  

The possibility of sponsorships from companies was raised, including whether these could be 
linked to Fascination of Plants Day. The financial security of PlantLink Day was discussed in 

https://plantday18may.org/
https://epsoweb.org/epso/epso-young-plant-scientist-award-2026-call-opened-submission-deadline-is-31-1-2026/2025/11/03/
https://epsoweb.org/working-groups/plant-health/
https://epsoweb.org/working-groups/plant-health/


relation to PrimCen support. If this does not materialise, alternative hosts or partners could 
include Fysiografen or Partnerskap Alnarp. 

It was agreed that approximately 100,000 SEK should be safeguarded in the PlantLink account. 
Anna will clarify the possibility of retaining these funds in the SLU account with Andreas Fredlund.  

As a next step, a comprehensive overview of current and potential memberships will be compiled 
by Olivier and Anna, after which a decision will be taken per capsulam. 

8. Update on future funding; Olivier Van Aken 

Olivier attended an NNF meeting but did not receive any information about the jointly submitted 
proposal. 

9. Any other business  

All the present members of the Steering Committee confirmed their willingness to remain on the 
Committee in 2026. In addition, the possibility of appointing a new member was discussed. Anna 
will follow up with Lise Lykke Steffensen and Lucia Gutierrez (SLU) regarding their potential 
interest. 

Olivier will explore the possibility of appointing a representative from Lantmännen.  

10. Next meeting 

The Committee will meet on 9 February from 12:15 to 15:00 in Alnarp, starting with lunch at 
Alnarps restaurang. 

11. Closing of the meeting 

Olivier Van Aken closed the meeting.  
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