Protocol from the fifty-eight PlantLink Steering Committee meeting

Date: 01 September 2025, 13:00-16:00

Place: Room Triticum, Horticum, Sundsvéagen 10, Alnarp

Present: Allan Rasmusson, LU; Vivian Schmitt, LU (PhD students’ representative); Sajeevan
Radha Sivarajan, SLU; Carin Jarl-Sunesson, Lund Botanical Garden; Ida Lager, SLU; Sofia
Marmon, LU; Svend Christensen, KU (chair); Alf Ceplitis, Lantmannen Lantbruk AB; Esther
Kuper, SLU (PhD students’ representative);

Olivier Van Aken, LU (director); Anna Manourova, SLU (coordinator); Svend Christensen, KU

(chair)

Absent with valid impediment: Jean W.H. Yong, SLU; Leif Bllow, LU (vice-chair)

1. Opening of the meeting

Svend Christensen opened the meeting with a short introduction round to welcome Annie
Drottberger.

2. Election of the person in charge of verifying the minutes

Sofia Marmon agreed to be the verifier of the minutes.

3. Minutes of the previous meeting

The minutes were approved.

4. Messages Olivier Van Aken, Anna Mariourova

LU Botan Exhibition “Broken Greenhouse — Embodied Climate Futures” is open from 23
May to 20 September.

Collaboration with LU Botan: Olivier, Allan and Anna met with LU Botan before the
summer to explore potential collaborations and synergies, highlighting the possibility of
joint MSc and BSc theses.

EPSO General Assembly: Anna was the only representative of the LU-SLU-UU cluster at
the EPSO General Assembly in Ljubljana, where she agreed to serve as co-chair of the
OQutreach group.

Policy update on NGTs: According to Jens Sundstrom, the trilogue discussions are still
ongoing. The first post-summer negotiations are scheduled for week 38, but progress
remains stalled on Annex 1. Divisions within parliament persist regarding patents and
sustainability criteria for NGT1 plants.

Structural changes at SLU:

Department of Plant Breeding: Dennis Eriksson took over as head in July.

Department of Plant Protection Biology: Kristina Karlsson Green is acting head until the
end of this year.

Department of Biosystems and Technology: Lise Lykke Steffensen, former director of
Nordgen, will assume the role of head on 1 October.

5. SLU and Sparbanken Skane’s knowledge centre for sustainable food production, Annie
Drottberger, Anna Mariourova


https://www.botan.lu.se/en/broken-greenhouse-embodied-climate-futures

Annie opened with an introductory presentation about the SLU-Sparbanken Skane Centre for
Sustainable Primary Production, a research-intensive initiative with a budget of 10 million SEK
per year over five years. Funding is shared equally between Sparbanken Skane and SLU’s LTV
faculty.

The centre is currently developing its work plan and is envisioned as a Skane node for primary
production. It includes:

o Research and education: 10 PhD students are linked to the centre. New courses, a
“research school,” and stronger industry collaboration are under development.

e Collaboration structures: The centre will build on existing platforms such as SPIRA, SLU
Grogrund, and Partnerskap Alnarp, rather than creating parallel ones.

o New academic position: An associate senior lectureship has been created within the
Department of Biosystems and Technology, requiring technical expertise and an
understanding of primary production applications.

e Education and utilisation: The centre aims to adapt skills development to industry
needs. A joint student group with LU is under discussion, highlighting the value of SLU-
LU connections.

e Scope of primary production: The centre covers both plant and animal production
(including dairy), with a primary emphasis on plant-based systems. Regenerative
agriculture will also be a key theme, linked to SLU’s lantmastare and agroecology
programmes.

Anna may take on an expanded role in the centre from next year.

In parallel, LU is collaborating with Sparbanken Skane through LUSEM, with a stronger focus on
sustainable enterprising.

Looking ahead, the centre plans to host a regional conference in autumn 2026 (and again in
2028). The events will be primarily in Swedish, with selected sessions in English, and Anna may
contribute to the organisation.

6. PlantLink Day updates, Olivier van Aken

Olivier presented the preliminary agenda for PlantLink Day 2025, and the Committee agreed on
the official title:

“From Blindness to Awareness — Plant Research and Communication for a Greener Future.”

A dedicated webpage is now public: PlantLink Day 2025

Next steps:

e Anna and Olivier followed up with all invited speakers to confirm topics and coordinate
logistics.

e Annahasreached out to Erik, who hopes to attend as a spectator.

e She also contacted Olle and Marianne from Forskningsnétet Skane to spread the news
through their network.

e Olivier will encourage teachers to participate.


https://www.lusem.lu.se/organisation/research-centres/sparbanken-skane-centre-sustainable-enterprising
https://www.plantlink.se/plantlink-day-2025/

Everyone is welcome to share the invitation within their own networks—the more people we
reach, the better!

8. Update on PlantLink’s future funding options, Olivier Van Aken

Olivier has submitted an expression of interest to NNF for the project “Agriculture 3.0: From Field
Signal to Field Solution (FS2FS)”, together with Anders Carlsson, Per Hofvander, Ramesh
Vetukuri, Allan, Barbara Ann Halkier, Marek Mutwil, Richard Haslam, UK partners, and others.

“The concept proposes to launch Living Lab testbeds across contrasting climates, integrating
weather forecasts, remote sensing, soil and plant sensors, and pathogen genomics. These sites
will serve as open platforms where interventions can be trialled, validated, and scaled in real
time. Pilot crops will be camelina and rapeseed—chosen for their short life cycles, economic
relevance, and potential to produce high-value compounds such as omega-3 fatty acids and
pheromone precursors. Both non-GMO and GMO tracks will be pursued, ensuring both near-term
acceptance and long-term impact.”

- PlantLink’s role in the project would be connected to a mentorship programme.

Formas communication grant - discussion is ongoing about whether to apply again next year, with
Sajeevan potentially taking the lead.

9. Any other business;

10. Next meeting;

The Committee will meet before PlantLink Day at 9:30, 4 December, Lund University.
11. Closing of the meeting;

Svend Christensen closed the meeting.
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