
Protocol from the fifty-seventh PlantLink Steering Committee meeting 

Date: 19 May 2025, 13:00-16:00  

Place: Room Synpunkten, Biologihuset B, Kontaktvägen 13, Lund 

Present: Allan Rasmusson, LU; Vivian Schmitt, LU (PhD students’ representative); Sajeevan 
Radha Sivarajan, SLU; Carin Jarl-Sunesson, Lund Botanical Garden; Ida Lager, SLU; Sofia 
Marmon, LU – from 15:00 

Olivier Van Aken, LU (director); Anna Maňourová, SLU (coordinator)  

Absent with valid impediment: Jean W.H. Yong, SLU; Svend Christensen, KU (chair); Alf Ceplitis, 
Lantmännen Lantbruk AB; Esther Kuper, SLU (PhD students’ representative); Leif Bülow, LU 
(vice-chair)  

1. Opening of the meeting  

Allan Rasmusson, who stepped in for Svend Christensen, opened the meeting.  

2. Election of the person in charge of verifying the minutes  

Ida Lager agreed to be the verifier of the minutes.  

3. Minutes of the previous meeting  

The minutes were approved. 

4. Messages Olivier Van Aken, Anna Maňourová  

• Carin will be representing the LU Botan until at least next spring, reporting to the botanical 
garden board 

• Forskningsnätet Skåne reached out to PlantLink for assistance in identifying SLU 
researchers willing to mentor a school student for a two-week summer program. 
Sajeevan and Anna have taken on this opportunity.  

• Olivier and Anna attended the farewell to NordGen’s director Lise Lykke Steffensen, who 
left after 8 years in service. It was a great event!   

• NKJ: Nine new networks were supported – one of them run by Sofia Marmon: 
“Fimbulwinter wheat – creating a team with a plan to adapt winter wheat for difficult 
winters” – congratulations! 

• Anna is starting a new position as SLU Global coordinator at LTV from June 
• SLU Departments of Plant Breeding, Plant Protection Biology and Biosystems and 

Technology are searching for new department heads. 
• The PlantLink’s newsletter was circulated on 21 May.   
• LU Botan Exhibition “Broken Greenhouse – Embodied Climate Futures” is open from 23 

May to 20 September  

5. EPSO updates, Anna Maňourová 

Anna will represent SLU together with Jens Sundström at the EPSO General Assembly in 
Ljubljana, taking place on 16–18 June. This participation is jointly supported by Jens’s department 
and PlantLink. 

https://forskningsnatet.se/sommarstipendiaterna/
https://nordicagriresearch.org/2025-3/
https://www.botan.lu.se/en/broken-greenhouse-embodied-climate-futures


The 2024 edition of Fascination of Plants Day included more than 670 events across the globe, 
among them Flower Power at the LU Botanical Garden. You can read more about this worldwide 
initiative here. The next round will take place in May 2026. 

Anna has also prepared an overview of EPSO’s working groups and the current SLU and LU 
participants, which you can find in the newsletter. We would like to extend a warm thank you to 
Siri Caspersen (SLU), who has been an active member of the Horticulture and Photosynthesis 
group and is now retiring. Her role will be taken over by Karl-Johan Bergstrand. The Horticulture 
group is also seeing a renewed level of activity. 

A crucial discussion is currently underway between the European Commission, Member States, 
and the European Parliament regarding the future of research and innovation funding. You can 
read the open letter in which 41 organisations, including EPSO, urge European Commission 
President von der Leyen to safeguard an independent EU Research and Innovation Programme 
(FP10),  and see ISE (Initiative for Science in Europe) main recommendations for FP10. 

6. Financial status update, Olivier van Aken 

Approximately 150,000 SEK remains available after setting aside a portion for Erik’s ELLS 
activities. Anna will use part of the remaining funds to cover travel and participation costs for 
the EPSO General Assembly. 

7. Updates on SLU and Sparbanken Skåne’s knowledge centre for sustainable food 
production, Olivier Van Aken, Anna Maňourová 

Olivier and Anna held an online meeting with Annie Drottberger, manager of the new Knowledge 
Centre for Sustainable Food Production, an initiative funded by SLU and Sparbanken Skåne. The 
aim was to explore potential synergies between PlantLink’s activities and the centre’s goals and 
needs. 

During the discussion, several key areas for collaboration were identified. These include support 
in organising a regional conference in 2026; contributing to the centre’s research school, for 
example through PlantLink’s industrial mentorship programme; and serving as a communication 
platform, strengthening the link between SLU and LU and reaching out to industry and other 
stakeholders (PlantLink’s newsletter currently has around 700 subscribers). More information 
about the centre and its work packages can be found in the PDF shared earlier. 

PlantLink will continue the dialogue with Annie, with the hope of developing practical 
collaborations moving forward. 

8. PlantLink Day discussion – theme, speakers, form, goal, Olivier van Aken 

The next PlantLink Day will take place on 4 December, from 12:00 to 16:30, at Blå hallen in the 
Ecology Building, Lund. The theme will focus on plant blindness, building on our Formas 
communication application, as well as crop resilience. The programme will include both 
presentations and a panel discussion. 

Olivier and Anna have begun reaching out to potential speakers. Anna will share a few suggested 
names for the event. 

9. Update on PlantLink’s future funding options, Olivier Van Aken  

Olivier will follow up on the Novo Nordisk suggestion. Expression of interest can be submitted 
anytime. 

https://svelantbruksuniversitet-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/anna_manourova_slu_se/EUdNUj1gq3FIufcAwyR8Ja0BFFWC9jWnS9QjgiyNdoBRHQ
https://www.plantlink.se/plantlink-news-june-2025/
https://www.plantlink.se/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/25_04_10_Open-Letter-addressed-to-Commission-President_Safeguard-Independent-EU-FP10_2.pdf
https://www.plantlink.se/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/25_02_27_ISE_Framework-Programme-10_2-pages.pdf
https://www.slu.se/ew-nyheter/2025/4/annie-tar-taten-for-en-hallbar-matproduktion/


One idea discussed is to develop a research project that strengthens the SLU–LU connection, 
with a more research-focused application than PlantLink alone. PlantLink would be involved in 
the project budget through outreach activities, communication and/or its mentorship 
programme. Securing funding solely for PlantLink would be challenging. 

An NKJ (Nordic Joint Committee for Agricultural and Food Research) application could be a 
potential way forward, although obtaining salary funding for coordination may be difficult. NKJ 
applications also require participation from at least three Nordic countries. On the positive side, 
the NKJ secretaries, Louise Berger and Katarina Ekegren, are based at the Southern Swedish 
Research Centre in Alnarp. Anna and Ida will follow up with them to explore possible 
opportunities. 

Looking ahead, Fysiografen could be a potential source of funding for future PlantLink Days. 

10. Any other business;  

11. Next meeting;  

Following a Doodle poll, the next meeting has been scheduled for 1 September, from 13:00 to 
16:00, in the Triticum room, Horticum, SLU Alnarp. The meeting will begin with lunch at 12:00.  

16. Closing of the meeting;  

Allan Rasmusson closed the meeting.  

https://www.fysiografen.se/sv/
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