








Steering committee, 2020-2021
Thomas Moritz, Univerity of Copenhagen and 
SLU Umeå, chair 
Erik Andreasson, SLU
Mariette Andersson, SLU
Jean Yong, SLU
Leif Bülow, LTH
Rajni Hatti-Kaul, LU
Allan Rasmusson, LU
Annette Olesen (until 2020) Lantmännen 
Lantbruk 
Alf Ceplitis (from 2021) Lantmännen Lantbruk
Jenny Bergsten, Region Skåne
Linnea Stridh, PhD representative, SLU 
Gróa Valgerdur Ingimundardottir,  
PhD representative, LU
Permanent observatory member:
Svend Christensen, University of  Copenhagen

Steering committee meetings
14 October 2020, Alnarp/online
7 December 2020, Alnarp/online
8 March 2021, online
17 May 2020, online

Budget and organization
PlantLink had a budget of 1,85 million SEK over the year, with SLU and LU contri-
buting ca 1,1 million and 0,5 million SEK each. From July 2020 to June 2021 the total 
salary costs were 1,1 million SEK. Positions funded were one director (30-40% - 20-25% 
PlantLink and 10-15% NordPlant), one assistant director (25%), one coordinator (50%), 
and one NordPlant administrator (20%).
Other costs include information and outreach events, seminars, website and travels.
NordForsk funding contribute with 269,000 SEK/year for coordination of the project 
NordPlant. 
PlantLink Personnel 2020-2021
Erik Alexandersson (director) 
Tina D‘Hertefeldt (assistant director)
Sofia Marmon (coordinator)
Svante Resjö (NordPlant administrative coordinator)
Thomas Welwert (economy administrator), until March 2021
Andreas Gustavsson Fredlund (economy administrator), from April 2021

Tsedeka Abate, Speaker at the webinar „„Africa’s 
Compelling Case for a Different Mode of Partner-
ship in Agricultural Research and Development“„ 
see Events, p  8.
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During the spring of 2021, PlantLink initiated a bi-
weekly, online lunch seminar series. This gave the 
chance for plant-related organisations to introduce 
themselves and take questions from the audience. 
The purpose is to introduce and make networks 
and organizations relevant to plant researchers in 
the region more visible. The organisations presen-
ted during the first series were NordGen, LUCSUS, 
LU Land, Partnership Alnarp, Sweden-Central Ame-
rica network, Food Tech Link and Tankesmedjan 
Movium at SLU. All the recordings are available at 
PlantLink’s homepage.

Outreach
Social media
PlantLink has continued its extensive work with social media for the spreading of plant
science news, information, and upcoming events. On Twitter we have more than 1400
followers representing many important organizations in plant science. Over 2100 peo-
ple like our Facebook page. Nine newsletters are distributed per year and our home-
page (www.plantlink.se), which carries information on PlantLink’s work and structure, 
associated researchers, relevant courses etc., was visited by over 4000 unique visitors. 
Since 2018 we administrate NordPlant‘s new homepage (www.nordplant.org) and bi-
annual newsletter.

Interactions
PlantLink interacts with several partners. Our collaboration with PLEN at University of 
Copenhagen continues. We have an active dialogue with The Linnean Centre for Plant 
Biology, Umeå Plant Science Center, EPSO, Mistra Biotech, EMPHASIS and CropBooster-
P. In collaboration with “Forskningsnätet Skåne” 1 high school student did a summer 
internship in 2021 related to plant research visiting Alfredo Zambrano at ScanOats.

PlantLink launched lunch series



Upcoming events 2021
•	 ELLS and ESCAPAdE  MSc summer school, Host Plant Resistance Breeding as a 

part of Integrated Pest Management, 3.0 ECTS, 17-21 August in Alnarp
•	 ESCAPAdE and PlantLink JobFair, 23-24 August, Alnarp and online
•	 PlantLink Day and 10 year celebrations, 27 September, in Lund and online
•	 NordPlant Annual Meeting, 25-26 November, Tromsö and online

•	 MSc/PhD course “Plant Protection 
Biology to meet the UN’s Sustainable 
Development Goals”, August 3 – 14, 
Alnarp (30)

•	  NordPlant literature webinar, 22 
September, online (10)

•  Webinar “Plant Biotechnology in 
sub-Saharan Africa” 23-24 September, 
online (35)

•	 PlantLink Day, 14 October, online (100)

•	 NordPlant  annual meeting 4-6th of 
November, online (75)

• Book discussion and meet the author 
of „Africa‘s Gene Revolution“, 3 Decem-
ber, online (10) 

•	 Webinar - „Africas Compelling case for 
a different Mode of Partnership in Agri-
cultural Research and Development,     
9 February, online 

•	 Plantlink Network webinar series, 
biweekly 24 March-16 June (40)

•	 ESCAPAdE Webinar on stakeholders 
expectations, 11 May (50)

•	 Biotron virtual tour, 27 May, Online (30)

PlantLink supported events 2020 - 2021 
(approximate number of attendees in brackets)

Local industry and entrepreneurship 
Several of PlantLink‘s research activities are in close collaboration with local businesses, 
for example, in crop protection and plant breeding. 
  NordPlant engaged Nordic companies by for example arranging company tech cor-
ners during the annual day and through SLU Holding producing a survey of Swedish 
companies using AI for agriculture. Our support for SLU Alnarp and Lund University-
membership in the Plant Biologicals Network Southern Scandinavian (PBN) is conti-
nued. 
  In spring 2021 a fifth round of the PlantLink industrial mentorship program was 
announced.



Contact and more information
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter to get continuous updates from PlantLink.  
For more information check our homepage: www.plantlink.se

Name  E-mail  Telephone

Erik Alexandersson
Director

erik.alexandersson@slu.se +46 (0)40-41 53 38

Sofia Marmon 
Coordinator

sofia.marmon@slu.se

Svante Resjö 
Secretary, and Adminstrative 
coordinator for NordPlant, 

svante.resjo@slu.se

Andreas Gustavsson Fredlund 
Economy administrator

andreas.fredlund@slu.se


